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Iona Lawsuit
Dismissed

The Journal News on July 27 reported
that the lawsuit filed by Iona College
against the City of New Rochelle has been
dismissed. Westchester County Judge
Susan Cacace ruled on July 14 that the
College had failed to use all
administrative measures in a property
dispute.

“The College argued in its legal papers
filed to the state Supreme Court in
February that city officials unlawfully
amended an ordinance to require private
schools to obtaina special permitto
merge tax lots adjacent to their
campuses.”

The College had just announced the
plans to expand Hagan Hall, home of its
School of Business and was seeking
permission from the City to begin work
based on the tax lot merger.

Apparently the City  Council
unanimously  approved a  zoning
amendment to Ordinance 91 which

changed and replaced its language. This
led to the City Assessor’s office denying
Iona’s tax lot merger application for the
properties it owns along Beechmont Drive
and Montgomery Place. The City in
December cited the fact that Iona was not
in compliance with the new code.

Judge Cacace ruled that the College
failed to appeal the City Assessor's denial
and therefore did not exhaust its options
before suing the City and the instant
petition was denied.

"We are pleased that the Court
completely upheld the City’s position in
this matter and we look forward to putting
the matter behind us," City Manager
Chuck Strome said in a statement.

Iona officials said the college will
pursue further options to expand Hagan
Hall and future campus projects. It is
likely that Iona will appeal the court’s
decision.

Beechmont Lake
Beechmont Artist
Exhibits at

Mamaroneck Art
Gallery

Laura Lapin had a solo showing of her
art work at the Mamaroneck Arts Gallery on
Larchmont Avenue between September 5
and September 23, 2017. She stated that she
finds her inspiration from her newly
adopted hometown of New Rochelle and the
nearby towns nestled along the Hudson
River and Long Island Sound. She paints
from life and captures the old-world charm
of these historic towns. Her work graces
many public sites and private collections
nationwide.

Laura Renee was born in Brooklyn, New
York, and spent her childhood growing up
in NJ. She became interested in drawing and
painting at an early age and quickly began
to view the world with an artist's eye.
Studying with several local artists she
started developing her own style. After
graduating from Muhlenberg College with a
Bachelor's degree in Studio Art, Renee
continued her studies at the Arts Students
League of New York. She quickly grew
roots in Hoboken, New Jersey, and was
inspired to paint scenes capturing
Hoboken’s old world charm. The vibrant
colors and energy of the city had a lasting
impression on the young artist. Renee spent
10 years living and painting in Hoboken
where she displayed her work at several
locations, including the Hoboken Historical

Museum and Gallery 1200. Renee left her
mark on the city with several murals
which can be seen at the Hoboken
Hospital, as well as the Hoboken
Multipurpose Center.

Now living with her husband and
daughter in Beechmont on Pell Place,
Renee is finding her inspiration from her
newly adopted hometown of New
Rochelle and the nearby towns nested
along the Hudson River and Long Island
Sound.

Spielberg Films The
Post on Beechmont
Drive at Iona’s
President’s Home

This past spring Steven Spielberg
began filming “The Post” a drama about
the Washington Post’s role in exposing
the Pentagon Papers in 1971, and how
the Post’s editor Ben Bradlee and
publisher Kay Graham challenged the
federal government over their right to
publish them.

The stars of the film are Tom Hanks,
who portrays the Post’s editor Ben
Bradlee, and Meryl Streep, who plays
publisher Katherine Graham. It relates the

decision of the
publish revelations from the 47-volume
Pentagon Papers study. It describes how
President Nixon and Attorney General

Washington Post to

John Mitchell got a federal court
injunction forcing the New York Times to
cease publication of the papers after three
installments.



Peter Paul
Rubens and
the Flemish
17th Century

\ £
Curated by Tom Ruggio and Tl homas
Germano

A series of original old masters from
the collection of Arnold and Seena Davis
will be on exhibit for Iona students and the
surrounding community from October 30
to November 30. It has come to Iona’s
Kenneth Chapman Art Gallery on North
Avenue through the generosity of Mr.
Davis.

The Opening Reception will be on
Sunday, November 5, from 1 to 3 pm.
There will be gallery talk on Thursday,
November 9 from 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm. All
are invited and admission is free.

BEECHMONT ASSOCIATION
MISSION STATEMENT

Organized in 1904 for the purpose of
improving and beautifying Beechmont
and protecting the community interests of
its residents.

(Incorporated June 9th, 1908)

Beechmont
Association
Dues for 2018

As part of its dues raising effort in the
past year, over two hundred copies of the
history booklet, History of Beechmont
1902 — 2016, have been distributed free of
charge to those who have paid their
Beechmont dues for 2017. It is not too late
to receive additional copies. They may be
obtained by writing a check for ten dollars
made out to The Beechmont Association
and mailing it to Victor Stanionis, 35 Pryer
Place, New Rochelle, NY 10804.

It is a 70 page booklet which includes
development maps, color and black and
white pictures and copies of historical
documents. The History of Beechmont
1902 — 2016 was compiled from various
sources such as the Development Brochure
printed by City Realty in 1902. Its sources
include old newspaper articles, old books,
old and incomplete minutes of The
Beechmont Association, letters, legend, and
old editions of the Beechmont BUGLE,
starting with the first one in 1970.

It is by no means complete, 100%
accurate, or definitive, but rather conveys to
the reader the attempts over the years of a
community to carry out its- mission of
improvement and beautification and
protecting the rights of its property owners.
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A new booklet, New Rochelle in
Pictures 1931 — Beechmont, is ready for
distribution, free of charge, to all who pay
their 2018 dues.. It is a picture book
containing pictures of about 40 homes in
Beechmont in 1931.

In addition a copy of the original
Development Brochure, that was given
to prospective Beechmont residents in
1902, will also be given to those who pay
their dues for 2018, free of charge. This
booklet contains twenty-eight pages of

City Realty Development Brochure for Beechmont
1902

photographs of Beechmont as existed in
1902. Some houses were already built and
occupied. Most of the homes pictured are
still in Beechmont but have been changed
in appearance over the years.

Beechmont Association dues for 2018
will be collected from October until
January. For your convenience a return
envelope is enclosed and we ask each
homeowner or house renter to send a
check for $50 dues to our Treasurer, Susan
Schlecker at 55 Melrose Drive, New
Rochelle, NY 10804.

We would also ask you to include your
email address so that we can notify you of
upcoming events and ask for your
assistance in making Beechmont beautiful
and protecting the rights of its residents.



Iona Seeks
Variance for
New Business
School Building

Iona College has announced three
projects on its main campus that, with
appropriate fundraising, could occur in the
next five years.

1. Business School: Designs are
complete and permitting applications
have been submitted to modernize the

current business school building
located at the center of Iona’s main
campus.

2. The Hynes Institute for

Entrepreneurship & Innovation:
An addition of approximately 3,800
square feet of academic space to the
front of Spellman Hall, located at the
center of its main campus.

3. Athletics Center: Enhancements to
the Hynes Athletics Center. As actual
construction is subject to fundraising,
no timeline is available

Iona is now applying for a variance for
the new Business School building. It will
be attached to the old building at the
middle of the campus and double its
capacity.
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The New Rochelle Zoning Board of
Appeals, the lead agency for Iona’s request
for a variance, sent the Iona application to
the Planning Board for review at its meeting
on September 26 and then it was to be sent
back with recommendations to the Zoning
Board of Appeals for action on Tuesday,
October 3. The meeting is in the City Hall
Annex, Room B-1, at 7 pm and residents
usually have the opportunity to comment on
the application.

While Iona is a faith-based, educational
not-for-profit, exempt from certain taxes,
the College states that it paid real-estate
taxes on its commercial properties and
sewer and water taxes on all of its property,
totaling more than $460,000 in 2016. The
College intends to continue its revitalization
of the North Avenue Corridor. Academic
space on North Avenue includes a business
entrepreneurship incubator and a clinical
training center. Retail space includes the
expansion of Gemelli’s  restaurant,
currently located at 752 North Avenue, into
754  North  Avenue, and SAGE
Cafe|Market|More which will be open to the
general public and provide a casual
contemporary dining experience at 690
North Avenue.

lona Family Fall
Carnival

As part of Iona’s Homecoming and
Family Weekend 2017 on October 13-15,
Iona will host a Fall Family Carnival on
Saturday afternoon. October 14, starting at
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12:30 pm in the parking area for the
Lapenta Student Union at the center of the
campus. Beechmont residents and their
children will be welcome as in past years.
All sorts of games, rides, face painting
will be provided for the entertainment of
children and their parents.

Beechmont General
Meeting for All
Beechmont Residents

A general gathering of Beechmont
residents is tentatively scheduled for
Sunday, November 12, from 3 to 5 pm in
the Sage Restaurant.

The plan is to have wine, cheese, and
hors d’oeuvres for a two hour period for
ALL Beechmont residents who wish to
come, and have it take place at the Sage
Restaurant, opening in early November on
North Avenue across from the main gate
to Iona College.

Sage Restaurant on North Avenue
The owner of the Sage Restaurant, Mr.
Dimitris Halaris, has offered to host the
Beechmont Association Annual Social
Event from 3 to 5 pm as part of a “soft
opening” for the new restaurant. He has
also offered to pick up the costs in return
for the comments, ratings of the food and
ambience, and suggestions, of those in
attendance.

Most Beechmont residents can walk to
the restaurant. There are approximately 32
parking spaces in back of the restaurant
for patrons, and on a Sunday it should not
be too difficult to also find street parking.
There will also be parking available in the
Columba lot off Beechmont Drive about
100 feet from North Avenue and the other
Iona parking lots. As in years past, all
residents are invited and children will be
welcome.

The details for the event are presently
being finalized and residents will be
notified by email when it is confirmed or
call Victor Stanionis at 914-632-8987.



SEPTEMBER

#45: Artists Respond to

the New Political Landscape
Curated by Erica Harney

A group multimedia exhibition exploring the array of
responses to the implications of the Donald Trump
presidency.. September 5 — October 19

Artist Gallery Talk: Thursday, September 7, 3:30 —
4:30 p.m. Opening Reception: Thursday, September
7, 6 — 8 p.m. Brother Kenneth Chapman Gallery, lona
College Arts Center. Admission: Free

Latinx Heritage Month Hospitality
Supper with Sandoval Band

Food, music and dancing with Latin rock/jazz band
Sandoval. Thursday, September 28, 5:30 p.m.
Montgomery House Front Lawn (Rain Location: Thomas
J. Burke Lounge, Spellman Hall). Admission: Free

OCTOBER

Tango Rendezvous

A fantastic collection of tango dancers and musicians
come to us straight from Argentina, the land where tango
was born! Featuring ELKE on vocals, Noelia Sinkunas
on piano and Javier Sanchez on bandoneon and world
famous tango dancers Mariana Fresno and Diego
Ocampo. Celebrate Latinx Heritage Monthwith Tango
Rendezvous. Wednesday, October 4, 9:30 a.m.
Christopher J. Murphy Auditorium. Admission: Free

The lona Dance Symposium:
Diverse Dance Experiences

Four master classes in one day featuring live
accompaniment and celebrating various dance styles
taught by known NYC dance instructors. African, Indian,
modern, and contemporary dance styles will be
explored.

Wednesday, October 25 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m., 12:30

p.m. and 2 p.m. Christopher J. Murphy Auditorium.
Admission: Free

GALLERY EXHIBITION

Peter Paul Rubens and the
Flemish
17th Century

Curated by Tom Ruggio and Thomas Germano

A series of original old masters from the collection of
Arnold and Seena Davis. This exceptional experience for

lona students and the surrounding community has come

to US through the generosity of Mr. Davis. Not to be
missed. October 30 — November 30, Opening
Reception: Sunday, November 5, 1 — 3 p.m.; Gallery
Talk: Thursday, November 9, 3:30 — 4:30 p.m.Brother
Kenneth Chapman Gallery, lona College Arts Center.
Admission: Free

NOVEMBER

The Symphony of Westchester
All Beethoven Program

Egmont Overture, Piano Concerto no. 1, op. 15,in C
Major, Alon Goldstein, soloist, Symphony no. 4, op. 60
in B Flat Major. Saturday, November 4, 8 p.m.
Christopher J. Murphy Auditorium. Admission: $50, $35
senior citizens over 65, $15 non-lona students. For
tickets, call (914) 654-4926.

Memories and New Beginnings

This annual fall dance concert features students, faculty
and invited artists in a journey of human reflections
exploring themes of lightness, darkness, rhythms of life,
and embraces past and present moments in time.
Thursday, November 16, Noon, Friday, November 17,
7 p.m. Christopher J. Murphy Auditorium. Admission:
$10, $5 for lona students and employees with ID.

DECEMBER

The Symphony of Westchester
All Baroque Program

Barry Charles Hoffman conducts J.S.Bach
Brandenburg Concerto no. 5. BWV 1050, in D Major,
Vivaldi's Four
Seasons;
Pachelbel’'s Canon
in D, Alexander
Abayeyv, soloist.

Sunday, December
17, 3 p.m. (Snow
date: Saturday,
December 16, 3
p.m.). Christopher J.
Murphy Auditorium.
Admission: $50, $35
senior citizens over
65, $15 non-lona
students




